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The duties of the Bureau of Chemistry naturally somewhat overlap 
those of the Bureau of Bacteriology, but in addition to examination of 
supplies of water, and milk, this bureau will also examine into the nature 
and character of sewage, and trades wastes. Free of cost it will test 
water, milk, spices, drugs, confections, drinks, and food supplies of all 
sorts. 

The Bureau of Sanitary Engineering will examine into the sources of 
both public and private water supplies, and prepare maps and drawings 
of the same for permanent record. Under the guidance of this bureau 
watersheds and catch basins will be patrolled as far as possible, and all 
sources of pollution reported to the State Board of Health. 

Under the direction of the Bureau of Vital Statistics a register of all 
births and deaths shall be kept and published from time to time in 
whatever form the State Board of Health may decide to be the most 
serviceable. 

That part of the bill which appropriated twenty thousand dollars 
for carrying it into effect was approved by the governor only to the extent 
of ten thousand dollars. Lorian P. Jefferson. 

Motor Vehicles. Maryland has recently enacted a new automo- 
bile law which became effective July 1. It provides for the appoint- 
ment by the Governor of a Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, whose duty 
it is to grant licenses and see to the enforcement of the law. Prior to 
the passage of this law, there was no annual license, but simply a regis- 
tration for which there was a small fee. Under the new law there must 
be annual registration and the amount of the license is based on the horse- 
power of the motor vehicle. The annual fees are: $6 for twenty horse- 
power or less; $12 for more than twenty and not more than forty horse- 
power; and $18 for over forty. The fee is only $3 for motor vehicles 
used for the transportation of merchandise only. 

The law requires that the number plate on the rear be fastened so as 
not to swing. The provision in regard to speed is somewhat elastic, 
as the speed must be reasonable, having regard to the width, traffic, and 
use of the highway, so as not to endanger the property or life or limb 
of any person. If the speed exceeds 12 miles per hour in the thickly 
settled or business parts of cities and towns, 18 miles in the outlying 
parts, or 25 miles in the open country outside of the limits of cities or 
towns, it is prima facie evidence that the speed is unreasonable and the 
burden of proof is placed upon the operator. The law contains provi- 
sions as to lights, brakes, signals, rules of the road, etc. 

H. E. F. 



